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(b) Prior to payment appropriate re-
leases shall be obtained as provided in
said section.

Subpart B—Indemnification of De-
partment of the Interior Em-
ployees

§ 22.6 Policy.
(a) The Department of the Interior

may indemnify a Department em-
ployee, who is personally named as a
defendant in any civil suit in state or
federal court or an arbitration proceed-
ing or other proceeding seeking dam-
ages against a Department employee
personally, for any verdict, judgment,
or other monetary award which is ren-
dered against such employee, provided
that the conduct giving rise to the ver-
dict, judgment, or award was taken
within the scope of his or her employ-
ment and that such indemnification is
in the interest of the Department of
the Interior as determined by the Sec-
retary or his designee.

(b) The Department of the Interior
may settle or compromise a personal
damage claim against a Department
employee by the payment of available
funds, at any time, provided the al-
leged conduct giving rise to the per-
sonal damage claim was taken within
the employee’s scope of employment
and that such settlement or com-
promise is in the interest of the De-
partment of the Interior as determined
by the Secretary or his designee.

(c) Absent exceptional circumstances
as determined by the Secretary or his
designee, the Department will not en-
tertain a request either to agree to in-
demnify or to settle a personal damage
claim before entry of an adverse ver-
dict, judgment, or award.

(d) A Department employee may re-
quest indemnification to satisfy a ver-
dict, judgment, or award entered
against the employee. The employee
shall submit a written request, with
appropriate documentation including
copies of the verdict, judgment, award,
or settlement proposal, in a timely
manner to the Solicitor, who shall
make a recommended disposition of
the request. Where appropriate, the De-
partment shall seek the views of the
Department of Justice. The Solicitor
shall forward the request, the accom-

panying documentation, and the Solici-
tor’s recommendation to the Secretary
or his designee for decision.

(e) Any payment under this section
either to idemnify a Department of the
Interior employee or to settle a per-
sonal damage claim shall be contingent
upon the availability of appropriated
funds of the Department of the Inte-
rior.

[55 FR 4610, Feb. 9, 1990]

PART 23—SURFACE EXPLORATION,
MINING AND RECLAMATION OF
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 32, 41 Stat. 450, as amend-
ed; 30 U.S.C. 189; sec. 5, 44 Stat. 1058; 30 U.S.C.
285; sec. 10, 61 Stat. 915; 30 U.S.C. 359; and sec.
2, 48 Stat. 1270; 43 U.S.C. 315.

SOURCE: 34 FR 852, Jan. 18, 1969, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 23.1 Purpose.
It is the policy of this Department to

encourage the development of the min-
eral resources under its jurisdiction
where mining is authorized. However,
the public interest requires that, with
respect to the exploration for, and the
surface mining of, such minerals, ade-
quate measures be taken to avoid, min-
imize, or correct damage to the envi-
ronment—land, water, and air—and to
avoid, minimize, or correct hazards to
the public health and safety. The regu-
lations in this part prescribe proce-
dures to that end.

§ 23.2 Scope.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(b) of this section, the regulations in
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